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Pillsbury "A" Mill 
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-ENTERTAINMENT --RELIGIOUS 

-_GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

&INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY .-.OTHER 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 
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TITLE 
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DATE 
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

X O R l G l N A L  SITE 

-MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT A N D  ORIGINAL ( IF  K N O W N )  PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

When t h e  P i l l s b u r y  "A" M i l l  was cons t ruc t ed  i n  1881, i t  was t h e  l a r g e s t  
and most advanced f l o u r  m i l l  i n  t h e  world.  The l imes tone  s t r u c t u r e  was 
b u i l t  f o r  long  wear and covered an  a r e a  175 f e e t  wide and 115 f e e t  deep. 
The $500,000 b u i l d i n g  loomed s i x  s t o r i e s  h igh ,  w i th  basement. From 
t h e  wheat p i t  t o  t h e  roof i t  measured 187 f e e t .  The founda t ion  s i d e  w a l l s  
were of l imes tone  8 112 f e e t  t h i c k  and t h e  rough coursed a s h l a r  w a l l s  were 
2 112 f e e t  t h i c k  a t  t h e  top .  It was a two-unit mi l l -Eas t  "A" 

and t h e  West "A" where two independent s t reams  of wheat flowed i n t o  
t h e  m i l l ,  and were ground by two s e t s  of  machines opera ted  by two groups 
of workers.  

The m i l l  began o p e r a t i o n  Qn J u l y  5 ,  1881 w i t h  a 4,000 barrels-a-day 
c a p a c i t y ;  two u p r i g h t  55 d i c t o r  Water Wheels of 1,200 horse-power .each 
supp l i ed  t h e  o r i g i n a l  power. A f i r e  i n  December of 1881 des t royed  much 
of t h e  o l d  m i l l i n g  complex and from then  u n t i l  J u l y  1882, when t h e  West 
"A1' s t a r t e d ,  t h e  Eas t  "A" c a r r i e d  a lmost  t h e  whole weight  of t h e  P i l l s b u r y  
produc t ion .  

I n  1882 t h e  "A" was f i t t e d  throughout  w i th  90 dev i ce s  c a l l e d  p l a n s i f t e r s  
t h a t  d i sp l aced  300 reels, 900 p a i r s  of g e a r s ,  600 conveyors,  50 s c a l p e r s  
and g rade r s  and 20 c e n t r i f i g a l  r e e l s ,  i nc r ea sed  t h e  m i l l ' s  c apac i t y  and saved 
200 ho r se  power. The average d a i l y  c a p a c i t y  of t h e  "A" s e t t l e d  around 17,500 
b a r r e l s  a f t e r  1905. 

The "A" M i l l  was opera ted  by wate r  wheel u n t i l  t h e  1950 's  when i t  was 
converted t o  e l e c t r i c i t y .  The o l d  m i l l  r a c e  w i th  i t s  massive s i x - foo t  
t h i c k  w a l l s  i s  s t i l l  e x t a n t .  The wate r  power machinery i n  t h e  subbase- 
ment s t i l l  e x i s t s ,  b u t  cannot b e  viewed due t o  t h e  unsafe  condi ton  of t h e  
a r e a .  

I n  1975 t h e  "A" M i l l  was be ing  phased o u t  of ope ra t i on .  Constant v i b r a t i o n  
from i ts  machinery had weakened t h e  s t r u c t u r e  bad ly .  The r i v e r  s i d e  of 
t h e  b u i l d i n g  was bad ly  bowed and was be ing  shored up w i th  s t e e l  c a b l e s  
and b u t t r e s s e s .  It was i n  u se  mainly f o r  s i f t i n g  s p e c i a l  o r d e r s  of coa r se  
f l o u r  which modern s i f t e r s  were too  f i n e l y  tuned t o  produce. 
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-1 NVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1881 BUI LDER/ARCHITECT L.S. Buff ington 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Only one of t h e  g i a n t  f l o u r  m i l l s  t h a t  made Minneapolis t h e  m i l l i n g  
c a p i t a l  of t h e  n a t i o n  from 1880 u n t i l  1930 s t i l l  s t a n d s .  The P i l l s b u r y  
"A" M i l l  was t h e  l a r g e s t ,  most advanced m i l l  i n  t h e  world a t  i t s  completion 
i n  1881. From a 4,000 barrel-a-day capac i t y  i n  1882, i t  even tua l l y  grew 
t o  17,500. The "A" M i l l  w a s  a mas te rp iece  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  des ign ,  a s tandard  
from which a l l  o t h e r  m i l l s  of i t s  t i m e  were measured. 

HISTORY 

I n  1855 John Sargent  P i l l s b u r y  l e f t  New Hampshire f o r  Minnesota and a f t e r  
much s t r u g g l e  succeeded i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a prosperous r e t a i l  hardware bus ine s s .  
I n  1869 h e  s e n t  back e a s t  f o r  h i s  young nephew, Char les  A. P i l l s b u r y .  On 
June 4 ,  Char les  bought i n t o  a 200 barrels-a-day,  broken down f l o u r  m i l l  f o r  
$10,000. Although young P i l l s b u r y  knew noth ing  of t h e  f l o u r  bus ine s s  h e  
qu i ck ly  concerned himself  w i th  t h e  supposed i n f e r i o r i t y  of s p r i n g  wheat 
f l o u r  a s  compared t o  t h e  w i n t e r  wheat p roduc t .  Under h i s  management, improve- 
ments were made on a dev ice  c a l l e d  a middl ings  p u r i f i e r  t h a t  c leaned and 
graded t h e  middl ings  from t h e  cracked wheat and r e t a i n e d  more of t h e  h igh  
food v a l u e  i n  t h e  wheat b e r r y  f o r  g r i nd ing  i n t o  t h e  f l o u r .  I n  1870 P i l l s b u r y  
l e a sed  a second m i l l ,  doubl ing t h e  capac i t y  of t h e  f i rm.  

I n  1871 t h i s  m i l l ,  t h e  "Alaskat," was bought and t h e  C.A. P i l l s b u r y  & Company 
was formed. " P i l l s b u r y ' s  Best f l o u r  w i t h  t h e  d o t t e d  c i r c l e  and fou r  X ' s  

' a2leared t h e  fo l lowing  yea r .  Continued growth culminated i n  1881 w i th  t h e  
completion" of . t h e  massive "A" M i l l .  A f t e r  i t  was i n  f u l l  product ion i t  
recorded a r eco rd  run of 7,200 b a r r e l s  t h a t  remained unchal leged u n t i l  1894 
when a r i v a l  m i l l  produced 7,900. A month l a t e r  t h e  "A" cranked ou t  9,551 
and'remained undisputed l e a d e r  throughout t h e  rest of t h e  cen tury .  I n  1896 
i t  produced 10,783 b a r r e l s  and i n  1905 i t  inc rea sed  t h a t  t o  16,113 b a r r e l s  
i n  a s i n g l e  day. 

The average d a i l y  capac i t y  of t h e  "A" s e t t l e d  around 17,500 b a r r e l s .  The 
b u i l d i n g  was a museum of a l l  t h e  u l t i m a t e  equipment and methods--including 
t h e  p l a n s i f t e r ,  p e r f e c t  s t e e l  r o l l e r s ,  middl ings  p u r i f i e r ,  and t h e  f i r s t  
e l e c t r i c  l i gh t -bu lb s  i n  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  Northwest--that P i l l s b u r y  had 
improved o r  developed. \ 

\ 
E s s a y i s t  Henry Adams Bellow s t a t e d  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of what th'e P i l l s b u r y  "A" 



 MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Kuklman, Charles B., The Development of the Flour Milling Industry in the United 

States. 1929. 
Pillsbury Company, "A His tory of Pillsbury ' s "A" Mill, " in£ ormational booklet 
Snell, Charles W., "Pillsbury A  ill," Historic Sites Survey report, 1966. 

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY less than one acre 
U T M  REFERENCES 

~ 1 1 ~ 5 1  141 8, 4 98 ,0] [4,918r0? 91 81 01 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

u w 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

c L _ I  u u  u 
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  venue' and Main S t r e e t  , proceed n o r t h e r l y  approximately 200 ' a long  t h e  e a s t e r n  
c u r b  of Third Avenue t o  t h e  r e a r  w a l l  of t h e  machine shop-; - thence  e a s t  a long  
t h e  r e a r  w a l l  approximately 100 '  t o  a p o i n t ;  t h e  sou th  approximately 50 ' ;  t hence  

e a s t  approximately 5 0 ' ;  thence  sou th  approximately 1SO' t o  t h e  no r the rn  curb  
of Main S t r e e t ;  thence  west a long t h e  no r tbu rn  cu rb  of Main S t r e e t  approximately 
150 '  t o  t h e  po in t  of o r i g i n .  
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M i l l  was t o  t h e  world i n  1924 when he  wrote:  

"Here on t h i s  f l o o r ,  i s  t h e  sum of human progress  f o r  uncounted c e n t u r i e s  
i n  t h e  g r ind ing  of g r a i n ;  a l l  t h e  m i l l i n g  process  t h a t  has  gone be fo re  
simply l e a d s  up t o  t h i s  s t a g e ,  and a l l  t h a t  comes a f t e r  i s  bu t  t h e  
conc lus ion  of i t .  The g r ind ing  f l o o r  i s  d i s c i p l i n e  made t a n g i b l e ,  and 
t h e  c l o s e l y  packed machines s t and  f o r  t h e  a b s o l u t e  maximum of accomplishment, 
w i th  no thought f o r  any th ing  e l s e . "  



.- , a  ". - 

Main 
-.. ._ - * *  -- 

Street 

Not Drawn to Scale 


